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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

WHO STARTED THE BLUE LAW AGITATION? 

Sib: 

I am very greatly surprised to read in the January North American 
Review: "It is now made known that most of the same organizations which 
were the protagonists of prohibition are organizing a similar nation-wide 
campaign for Puritanical Sabbatarianism." 

Months since, some irresponsible writer, without a syllable of proof, stated 
that the American Anti-Saloon League, having led the moral forces of the 
country in achieving the great prohibition victory, is about to turn its machin- 
ery to the revival of the "blue laws." I aided in organizing the Wisconsin 
Anti-Saloon League in 1898, was the State Superintendent five years and 
have since been an official and so am familiar with the work and plans of the 
national League. I knew the statement had no foundation and confidently 
expected the positive and wholesale denial by the League's national officials 
that any such work is contemplated, thus holding up to public contumely 
the authors of the slander. 

A recent number of the Literary Digest gives an account of the aims of the 
Rev. H. L. Bowlby, General Secretary of the American Lord's Day Alliance. 
But the Lord's Day Alliance never aided Prohibition, except as one good 
work helps every other good work. 

The daily papers assert that the South Carolina Conference of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church (South, I suppose) demands much more strict Sunday- 
Rest-Day laws. Nearly every Methodist Conference favors prohibition. 
I know of no other organization that lends a shadow of truth to your assertion. 

By invitation I lately attended the annual meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Wisconsin Lord's Day Alliance, which petitioned the coming 
legislature not to repeal our State Laws on the subject. 

The General Ministers Meeting of this City, over forty present, unanimously 
adopted, last December, a report, which I, as Chairman of a Committee, made 
asking that Wisconsin State laws be not changed in regard to the Sunday Rest 
Day, and that existing laws be enforced so as to prevent the commercializing 
of the day. We had reference simply to the Movies. Two ministers related 
that men had complained to them that they were compelled, by the Movies 
that employed them, to work seven days every week, and "If the churches 
cared for us, we would be stopped." 

The thoughtful reader of the daily press must be convinced that a wide- 
spread, richly financed movement aims to destroy our weekly Day of Rest. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 863 

First, The Anti-Saloon League was about to turn its magnificent machinery to 
revive the old "blue laws." Then Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts, with a strong force, 
was planning the same. The positive denial of both the League and Dr. 
Craft was bringing the movement into discredit, and now it is the reform 
organizations generally that are planning to enslave the people. 

I am surprised and pained to learn of the company which the North 
American Review keeps. 

I am a retired Methodist Minister, eighty-six years old, and have taken 
the Review longer than you have edited it, and hope to read it years more. 

Henry Colman. 

Milwaukee, Wis. 



HOW MANY PRESIDENTS HAVE WE HAD? 

Sir: 

In your issue for April you made the statement that there have been twenty- 
nine Presidents of The United States including Mr. Harding. 

This is carrying on a long since exploded historical error which occurred at 
the time Mr. Cleveland was elected to a second term. President Arthur was 
the 21st President, President Cleveland the 22d, and President Harrison, 
the 23d. 

But here comes the trouble. Mr. Cleveland after being out of office for a 
term, is again elected, and a few writers insisted upon treating him as an 
entirely different person, and calling him the 24th President. This is most 
certainly wrong, as he merely served another term, separated, it is true, by 
four years, but still being only the 22d individually, while Mr. McKinley, the 
next in line becomes 24th, Roosevelt 25th, Taft 26th, Wilson 27th, and 
Harding 28th. 

The Vice Presidents have been more fortunate, there having been no numeri- 
cal or individual break from John Adams the first, to Calvin Coolidge, the 
29th and present incumbent. 

James Shields. 

St. Paul, Minn. 



JUST WHAT GERMANY WOULD HAVE DONE 

Sir: 

In the April number of the Review is printed an article under the title "Can 
Germany Pay?" by Mr. Lauzanne. Scant six pages are consumed in the 
presentation of his case, but in all the writing by various men on that question 
none have presented the matter so clear cut, so concise in point of facts given, 
so unanswerable — not even by the Germans themselves, and no one can con- 
scientiously defend Germany's propaganda that she is not able to pay. The 
reason that it is so forcible and unanswerable is that it is facts from the Ger- 



